Early Day Motion 

“PILOT SCHEME FOR THE LICENSING OF POPPY CROPS IN AFGHANISTAN”
First submitted on 15 March 2007

72 signatures
Conservative Party (44)
Ainsworth Peter, Shadow Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
Amess David, Select Committee on Health

Ancram Michael, Shadow Secretary of State for Defence and Foreign Affairs (2001-05) 
Baldry Tony, Former Chairman of International Development Committee 
Bellingham Henry, Shadow Minister for Constitutional Affairs
Bercow John, Select  Committee International Development
Binley Brian 
Blunt Crispin, Opposition Whip
Bone Peter 
Bottomley Peter, Select Committee on Unopposed Bills (Panel)
Burns Simon, Opposition Whip
Burt Alistair, Shadow Minister for Communities and Local Government
Burrowes David, Shadow Minister for Justice. member of the Public Administration Select Committee and the Armed Forces Bill Select Committee, Deputy Chairman of the Conservative Social Justice Policy Group's Addictions and Indebtedness Working Party.
Cash William, Joint Committee on Human Rights
Conway Derek

Ellwood Tobias,  Shadow Minister for Culture, Media and Sport
Evans Nigel, Opposition Whip 
Goodwill Robert 
Gray James 
Hammond Stephen, Shadow Minister for Transport
Hands Greg

Heald Oliver, Shadow Secretary of State for Constitutional Affairs
Herbert Nick, Shadow Secretary of State for Justice 
Howarth Gerald, Shadow Minister for Defence
Jenkin Bernard, Select Committee for Defense
Kawczynski Daniel 
Lancaster Mark, Opposition Whip
Loughton Tim, Shadow Minister for Health
Luff Peter 
Milton Anne, Shadow Minister for Tourism
Newmark Brooks 
Rifkind Malcolm, Secretary of State for Defence and Foreign Affairs (1992-1997)
Rosindell Andrew 
Selous Andrew, Shadow Minister for Work and Pensions
Soames Nicholas 
Spink Bob 
Stuart Graham

Taylor Ian 
Vaizey Edward, Shadow Minister for the Arts
Wallace Ben 
Watkinson Angela, Opposition Whip
Wiggin Bill, Shadow Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries
Winterton Ann, Select Committee Chairmen's Panel
Wright Jeremy, Select Committee on Constitutional Affairs
Labour Party (15)
Diane Abbott, special parliamentary committee investigating gun crime
Caton Martin 
Crausby David, Defense Committee
Cryer Ann 
Dean Janet
Dismore Andrew, Chair of Joint Committee on Human Rights, Liaison Committee
Field Frank 
Flynn Paul 
Jones Lynne 
Khan Sadiq 
McCafferty Chris 
Simpson, Alan
Taylor David, Select Committee Chairmen's Panel)
Wareing Robert 
Wyatt Derek 
Plaid Cymru (1)

Llwyd Elfyn (Plaid Cymru Parliamentary Leader, Spokesperson for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs
Social Democratic and Labour Party (1)

Durkan Mark, Leader of SDLP
Liberal Democrats (11)

Browne Jeremy, Liberal Democrat Whip;
Liberal Democrat Spokesperson for Home Affairs
Cable Vincent, Deputy Leader Liberal Democrat Party, Liberal Democrat Shadow Chancellor of the Exchequer
Hancock Mike, Select Committee for Defense 
Hemming John, Member, Regulatory Reform Committee Member, Procedure Committee
Member, Draft Legal Services Bill (Joint Committee)
Holmes Paul, Liberal Democrat Spokesperson for Arts and Culture; Chair Liberal Democrat Parliamentary Party
Keetch Paul, Select Committee on Foreign Affairs
Leech John, Liberal Democrat Spokesperson for Transport
Mulholland Greg, Liberal Democrat, Work and Pensions Committee 

Swinson Jo, Liberal Democrat Shadow Secretary of State for Scotland
Williams Mark, Liberal Democrat Spokesperson for Wales
Williams Stephen, Liberal Democrat Spokesperson for Further and Higher Education
That this House notes with concern the destabilising impact narcotics continue to have in Afghanistan; believes that unless the illegal trafficking of opium is contained, security, reconstruction and development initiatives will be inhibited; recognises that the United Kingdom is a G8 lead nation committed to supporting the Afghan National Drugs Control Strategy; is concerned that, despite a number of international initiatives to curb drug trafficking, poppy growth continues to increase, with around 90 per cent. of the world's heroin being produced in Afghanistan; acknowledges the change in Afghan legislation now authorising the growth of poppies for medicinal purposes; notes the success of other United Nations licensed schemes around the world; believes that the UK, with its responsibility of providing both security and international development assistance in Helmand Province, is well placed to influence the counter narcotics strategy of the Afghan government; supports the establishment of a UN-operated pilot scheme allowing farmers to grow poppies under licence for the production of morphine and dia-morphine for medicinal purposes; believes that this would assist local farmers, boost the local economy, provide revenues for the Afghan government, and deny terrorist organisations and local warlords benefit from the drugs trade; and calls upon the Government to explore the possibility of initiating such a pilot scheme in concert with Afghan authorities and the UN.

